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From a dot to a line, from a line to an entire network of Taiwanese women, the 2007 Taiwan Women Winter
Camp was as fruitful as it was memorable. Serving as a first-time speaker for the camp, the opportunity not
only allowed me to share my research on the Shigang Mama Theatre Company, but also to learn from all who
attended the four-day camp.

From housewives, teachers, flight attendant, university professors, architect, news reporter, lawyer,
psychologist, museum co-ordinator, engineer, artists, social workers, anthropologist to sociologist, the event
was a platform where a spectrum of Taiwanese women living in the US gathered and shared their
experiences. While some have made the US their home, others are at various stages of transition. Although
the attendants came from a diverse background, young, highly educated and extremely mobile were
common qualities shared by all these women. From Taiwan to the US, from their respective town of residence
to New Jersey, the geographical relocation and shifting of these women are also symbolic of their cultural and
emotional transitions and dilemmas. It was also precisely because of their reflections upon these challenges,
they gathered to network and to join forces.

[t was an honor to introduce to this group of women another group of women residing in the central country
of Taiwan. Established in the year 2000 as a result of the gigantic earthquake in 1999, the Shigang Mama
Theatre Company is an all-mother theatre company based in a Hakka village in Shigang, Taichung. From
telling stories of earthquake survivors to performing stories of themselves as Hakka women, housewives and
pear farmers, the Shigang Mama Theatre Company has over the years explored the identities of her
memebers through theatre. Moreover, as a result of their performances, the company members initiated their
own Fruit Produce Association and restaurant. During the presentation, both Jen-jen the company leader and
Sio-sun the director spoke face to face with the camp attendants through skype.

When | saw how these two very different groups of women exchanged their ideas and experience through
state-of-the-art communication technology, it all of a sudden dawned on me how close the local could be to
the global. Despite the apparent background differences between these two groups of women, both struggle
and fight in their respective worlds as Taiwanese women. From a dot to a line, from a line to a network, and
from a network to another network, Taiwanese Women continues to weave networks of support, exchange

and safeguard.
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